
100 basic to advance interview questions for Mysql interview: 

Basic Concepts: 

1. What is MySQL? 

• MySQL is an open-source relational database management system (RDBMS) 

that uses Structured Query Language (SQL) for managing and querying data. 

2. What is SQL? 

• SQL (Structured Query Language) is a standard language for interacting with 

relational databases. It is used for querying, updating, and managing data in 

databases. 

3. Explain the difference between SQL and MySQL. 

• SQL is a language used to interact with relational databases, whereas MySQL 

is a specific implementation of a relational database management system that 

uses SQL as its query language. 

4. What are the features of MySQL? 

• Features of MySQL include support for ACID transactions, data replication, 

multiple storage engines, stored procedures, triggers, views, and user-defined 

functions. 

5. What is a database schema? 

• A database schema is a logical structure that defines the organization of data 

in a database. It includes the tables, columns, relationships, constraints, and 

other elements that define the database structure. 

Data Types: 

6. What are the different data types supported by MySQL? 

• MySQL supports various data types including numeric types (INT, DECIMAL), 

string types (VARCHAR, CHAR), date and time types (DATE, TIME, 

TIMESTAMP), and binary types (BLOB, VARBINARY). 

7. Explain the difference between CHAR and VARCHAR data types. 

• CHAR is a fixed-length string data type that stores a specific number of 

characters, padding with spaces if necessary. VARCHAR is a variable-length 

string data type that only stores the actual characters entered, without 

padding. 

8. What is the maximum length of VARCHAR in MySQL? 

• In MySQL, the maximum length of a VARCHAR column depends on the 

storage engine and the row format used. In general, the maximum length is 

65,535 characters. 

9. What is the difference between INT and BIGINT data types? 



• INT is a standard integer data type that typically stores values in the range of -

2,147,483,648 to 2,147,483,647. BIGINT is a larger integer data type that can 

store values in the range of -9,223,372,036,854,775,808 to 

9,223,372,036,854,775,807. 

10. Explain the purpose of ENUM data type. 

• ENUM is a special data type in MySQL that allows you to define a list of 

permissible values for a column. Each value must be chosen from the list of 

enumerated values. 

Table Creation and Manipulation: 

11. How do you create a new table in MySQL? 

• To create a new table in MySQL, you use the CREATE TABLE statement 

followed by the table name and column definitions. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

CREATE TABLE employees ( id INT PRIMARY KEY, name VARCHAR(100), salary 

DECIMAL(10, 2) );  

12. What is the PRIMARY KEY constraint? 

• The PRIMARY KEY constraint uniquely identifies each record in a table and 

ensures that the values in the specified column or columns are unique and not 

null. 

13. How do you add a new column to an existing table in MySQL? 

• To add a new column to an existing table in MySQL, you use the ALTER 

TABLE statement followed by the ADD COLUMN clause. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

ALTER TABLE employees ADD COLUMN age INT;  

14. What is the difference between the DROP and TRUNCATE commands? 

• The DROP command is used to delete an entire table from the database, 

including all data and structure. The TRUNCATE command is used to delete 

all rows from a table, but it retains the table structure. 

15. How do you delete a table in MySQL? 

• To delete a table in MySQL, you use the DROP TABLE statement followed by 

the table name. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

DROP TABLE employees;  

Data Manipulation: 

16. What is the SELECT statement used for? 



• The SELECT statement is used to retrieve data from one or more tables in a 

database. It allows you to specify which columns to retrieve and apply filtering 

and sorting criteria. 

17. How do you retrieve all columns from a table using SELECT? 

• To retrieve all columns from a table using SELECT, you use the asterisk (*) 

wildcard character. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

SELECT * FROM employees;  

18. What is the WHERE clause used for? 

• The WHERE clause is used in SELECT, UPDATE, and DELETE statements 

to specify a condition that must be met for the rows to be included in the result 

set or affected by the operation. 

19. How do you update data in a table using UPDATE? 

• To update data in a table using UPDATE, you use the UPDATE statement 

followed by the table name and the SET clause to specify the new values. You 

can also use the WHERE clause to specify which rows to update. For 

example: 

sqlCopy code 

UPDATE employees SET salary = salary * 1.1 WHERE department = 'IT';  

20. What is the DELETE statement used for? 

• The DELETE statement is used to remove rows from a table based on a 

specified condition. It deletes all rows from the table if no condition is 

provided. 

Querying Data: 

21. What is a JOIN in MySQL? 

• A JOIN is used to combine rows from two or more tables based on a related 

column between them. There are different types of JOINs such as INNER 

JOIN, LEFT JOIN, RIGHT JOIN, and FULL JOIN. 

22. Explain the difference between INNER JOIN and OUTER JOIN. 

• INNER JOIN returns only the rows that have matching values in both tables 

based on the join condition. OUTER JOIN returns all rows from both tables 

and includes rows from one table that don't have matching rows in the other 

table. 

23. How do you perform an INNER JOIN in MySQL? 



• To perform an INNER JOIN in MySQL, you use the INNER JOIN or JOIN 

clause followed by the names of the tables involved and the join condition. For 

example: 

sqlCopy code 

SELECT * FROM employees INNER JOIN departments ON employees.department_id = 

departments.id;  

24. What is a subquery in MySQL? 

• A subquery is a query nested within another query. It can be used to retrieve 

data from one or more tables and use the result as a condition or value in the 

outer query. 

25. How do you use the GROUP BY clause? 

• The GROUP BY clause is used to group rows that have the same values into 

summary rows. It is often used with aggregate functions such as SUM, 

COUNT, AVG, etc., to perform calculations on grouped data. 

Indexes and Performance Optimization: 

26. What is an index in MySQL? 

• An index is a data structure that improves the speed of data retrieval 

operations on a database table by providing quick access to rows based on 

the values of certain columns. 

27. When should you use indexes? 

• Indexes should be used on columns that are frequently used in WHERE 

clauses, JOIN conditions, or ORDER BY clauses to improve query 

performance. They should not be overused, as they can also slow down data 

modification operations. 

28. How do you create an index in MySQL? 

• To create an index in MySQL, you use the CREATE INDEX statement 

followed by the index name, table name, and column name(s) to index. For 

example: 

sqlCopy code 

CREATE INDEX idx_department_id ON employees (department_id);  

29. What is a composite index? 

• A composite index is an index that includes multiple columns. It is useful when 

queries frequently use multiple columns together in WHERE clauses or JOIN 

conditions. 

30. How do you drop an index in MySQL? 



• To drop an index in MySQL, you use the DROP INDEX statement followed by 

the index name and table name. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

DROP INDEX idx_department_id ON employees;  

Transactions and Concurrency: 

31. What is a transaction? 

• A transaction is a sequence of one or more SQL statements that are executed 

as a single unit of work. It ensures that all operations within the transaction 

are completed successfully or rolled back if an error occurs. 

32. What is the ACID property of a transaction? 

• ACID stands for Atomicity, Consistency, Isolation, and Durability, which are the 

four key properties of a transaction: 

• Atomicity ensures that all operations within a transaction are completed 

successfully or rolled back as a single unit. 

• Consistency ensures that the database remains in a consistent state 

before and after the transaction. 

• Isolation ensures that the changes made by one transaction are not 

visible to other transactions until they are committed. 

• Durability ensures that the changes made by a committed transaction 

are permanent and survive system failures. 

33. How do you start a transaction in MySQL? 

• To start a transaction in MySQL, you use the START TRANSACTION or 

BEGIN statement. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

START TRANSACTION;  

34. What is the difference between the InnoDB and MyISAM storage engines? 

• InnoDB is a transactional storage engine in MySQL that supports ACID 

transactions and row-level locking, whereas MyISAM is a non-transactional 

storage engine that supports table-level locking and does not support ACID 

transactions. 

35. How do you commit a transaction in MySQL? 

• To commit a transaction in MySQL, you use the COMMIT statement. It saves 

all changes made by the transaction to the database. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

COMMIT;  



Stored Procedures and Functions: 

36. What is a stored procedure? 

• A stored procedure is a precompiled collection of SQL statements and 

procedural logic that is stored in the database and can be executed by calling 

its name. 

37. What are the advantages of using stored procedures? 

• Advantages of using stored procedures include improved performance, better 

security, code reusability, reduced network traffic, and encapsulation of 

complex business logic in the database. 

38. How do you create a stored procedure in MySQL? 

• To create a stored procedure in MySQL, you use the CREATE PROCEDURE 

statement followed by the procedure name and the SQL statements to be 

executed. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

CREATE PROCEDURE getEmployee(IN employee_id INT) BEGIN SELECT * FROM 

employees WHERE id = employee_id; END;  

39. What is a user-defined function (UDF) in MySQL? 

• A user-defined function (UDF) is a custom function created by the user to 

perform specific tasks in MySQL. It can accept parameters and return a single 

value. 

40. How do you call a stored procedure in MySQL? 

• To call a stored procedure in MySQL, you use the CALL statement followed 

by the procedure name and any required parameters. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

CALL getEmployee(123);  

Views and Triggers: 

41. What is a view in MySQL? 

• A view is a virtual table that is based on the result set of a SELECT query. It 

does not store data itself but provides a way to present data from one or more 

tables in a structured format. 

42. How do you create a view in MySQL? 

• To create a view in MySQL, you use the CREATE VIEW statement followed 

by the view name and the SELECT query that defines the view. For example: 

sqlCopy code 



CREATE VIEW employee_view AS SELECT id, name, salary FROM employees WHERE 

department = 'IT';  

43. What is a trigger in MySQL? 

• A trigger is a set of SQL statements that are automatically executed in 

response to certain events, such as INSERT, UPDATE, or DELETE 

operations on a table. 

44. How do you create a trigger in MySQL? 

• To create a trigger in MySQL, you use the CREATE TRIGGER statement 

followed by the trigger name, the trigger event (e.g., BEFORE INSERT, 

AFTER UPDATE), and the SQL statements to be executed. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

CREATE TRIGGER before_insert_employee BEFORE INSERT ON employees FOR EACH 

ROW BEGIN SET NEW.creation_date = NOW(); END;  

45. What are the differences between views and tables? 

• Tables store actual data, while views are virtual tables that do not store data 

themselves. 

• Views can be used to simplify complex queries and provide a layer of 

abstraction over the underlying tables. 

• Views can be updated under certain conditions, while tables are always 

updatable. 

Security: 

46. How do you grant privileges to a user in MySQL? 

• To grant privileges to a user in MySQL, you use the GRANT statement 

followed by the list of privileges and the username or user role. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

GRANT SELECT, INSERT ON employees TO 'user'@'localhost';  

47. What is the difference between the GRANT and REVOKE statements? 

• The GRANT statement is used to give privileges to a user, while the REVOKE 

statement is used to revoke privileges from a user. 

48. What are the authentication methods supported by MySQL? 

• MySQL supports various authentication methods including native 

authentication, authentication plugins, LDAP authentication, and external 

authentication. 

49. How do you encrypt passwords in MySQL? 



• MySQL provides built-in functions such as PASSWORD() and ENCRYPT() to 

encrypt passwords. Alternatively, you can use authentication plugins such as 

SHA256_PASSWORD or caching_sha2_password for more secure 

encryption. 

50. How do you create a new user in MySQL? 

• To create a new user in MySQL, you use the CREATE USER statement 

followed by the username and password. For example: 

sqlCopy code 

CREATE USER 'newuser'@'localhost' IDENTIFIED BY 'password';  

Backup and Recovery: 

51. How do you perform a backup in MySQL? 

• There are several ways to perform a backup in MySQL including using the 

mysqldump utility, MySQL Enterprise Backup, or third-party backup 

solutions. 

52. What is the mysqldump utility used for? 

• The mysqldump utility is used to create backups of MySQL databases by 

dumping the database structure and data into a SQL file. 

53. How do you restore a database from a backup in MySQL? 

• To restore a database from a backup in MySQL, you can use the mysql 

command-line tool to execute the SQL file generated by mysqldump. 

54. What is the binary log in MySQL used for? 

• The binary log is a file that contains a record of all changes to the database, 

including INSERT, UPDATE, and DELETE operations. It is used for 

replication, point-in-time recovery, and auditing purposes. 

55. How do you enable binary logging in MySQL? 

• Binary logging is enabled by default in MySQL. You can configure it using the 

log_bin and binlog_format options in the MySQL configuration file. 

Replication: 

56. What is replication in MySQL? 

• Replication is the process of copying and distributing data from one MySQL 

database server (master) to one or more other MySQL database servers 

(slaves). 

57. What are the advantages of using replication in MySQL? 

• Advantages of using replication in MySQL include improved scalability, 

increased availability, disaster recovery, and geographic distribution of data. 



58. How do you set up replication in MySQL? 

• To set up replication in MySQL, you configure the master server to enable 

binary logging and grant replication privileges to the slave server. Then, you 

configure the slave server to connect to the master server and replicate data 

from it. 

59. What is the role of the binlog in MySQL replication? 

• The binlog (binary log) contains a record of all changes made to the master 

database. It is used by the slave server to replicate these changes and keep 

the slave database synchronized with the master. 

60. What is the difference between a master and a slave in MySQL replication? 

• The master is the primary server that contains the original copy of the data, 

while the slave is a secondary server that replicates data from the master. 

High Availability and Scalability: 

61. What is high availability in MySQL? 

• High availability refers to the ability of a system to remain operational and 

accessible even in the event of hardware failures, software failures, or other 

disruptions. 

62. How do you achieve high availability in MySQL? 

• High availability in MySQL can be achieved through techniques such as 

database clustering, replication, automatic failover, and load balancing. 

63. What is database clustering? 

• Database clustering is a technique used to increase the availability and 

scalability of a database system by grouping multiple database servers 

together to work as a single logical unit. 

64. What is the role of a load balancer in MySQL high availability? 

• A load balancer distributes incoming client requests across multiple database 

servers to evenly distribute the workload and prevent any single server from 

becoming overwhelmed. 

65. What is sharding in MySQL? 

• Sharding is a technique used to horizontally partition a database across 

multiple servers (shards) to improve scalability and performance. Each shard 

contains a subset of the data. 

Optimization and Performance Tuning: 

66. What is query optimization in MySQL? 



• Query optimization is the process of improving the performance of SQL 

queries by optimizing their execution plans, indexing strategies, and database 

schema design. 

67. How do you optimize SQL queries in MySQL? 

• SQL queries can be optimized in MySQL by using appropriate indexes, 

minimizing the number of rows examined, avoiding unnecessary joins and 

subqueries, and optimizing the database schema. 

68. What is an execution plan in MySQL? 

• An execution plan is a roadmap that MySQL uses to execute a query. It 

describes the steps MySQL will take to retrieve the requested data, including 

which indexes will be used and in what order. 

69. How do you analyze the performance of SQL queries in MySQL? 

• You can analyze the performance of SQL queries in MySQL using tools such 

as EXPLAIN, EXPLAIN ANALYZE, and MySQL Performance Schema. These 

tools provide information about query execution plans, resource usage, and 

potential bottlenecks. 

70. What are indexes and how do they improve query performance? 

• Indexes are data structures that provide quick access to rows in a table based 

on the values of certain columns. They improve query performance by 

reducing the number of rows that need to be examined to satisfy a query 

condition. 

Security and Authentication: 

71. What is SSL/TLS encryption in MySQL? 

• SSL/TLS encryption is a security protocol used to encrypt data transmitted 

between MySQL clients and servers to protect it from eavesdropping and 

tampering. 

72. How do you enable SSL/TLS encryption in MySQL? 

• To enable SSL/TLS encryption in MySQL, you need to generate SSL/TLS 

certificates and configure the MySQL server to use them. You also need to 

configure client programs to use SSL/TLS encryption when connecting to the 

server. 

73. What is data masking in MySQL? 

• Data masking is a security technique used to conceal sensitive data in a 

database by replacing it with fictitious, anonymized, or scrambled values. It 

helps protect sensitive information from unauthorized access. 

74. How do you implement data masking in MySQL? 



• Data masking can be implemented in MySQL using techniques such as 

encryption, hashing, tokenization, or dynamic masking rules. These 

techniques help ensure that only authorized users can access sensitive data. 

75. What is role-based access control (RBAC) in MySQL? 

• Role-based access control (RBAC) is a security model in MySQL that grants 

permissions to users based on their roles or responsibilities within an 

organization. It simplifies access management by grouping users with similar 

privileges into roles. 

Monitoring and Logging: 

76. What is the general log in MySQL? 

• The general log is a log file that contains a record of all SQL statements 

executed by the MySQL server, including those executed by clients and those 

executed internally. 

77. How do you enable the general log in MySQL? 

• You can enable the general log in MySQL by setting the general_log system 

variable to ON. Additionally, you can specify the log file location using the 

general_log_file system variable. 

78. What is slow query logging in MySQL? 

• Slow query logging is a feature in MySQL that records SQL statements that 

take longer than a certain threshold to execute. It helps identify and optimize 

slow-performing queries. 

79. How do you enable slow query logging in MySQL? 

• You can enable slow query logging in MySQL by setting the slow_query_log 

system variable to ON and specifying the threshold for slow queries using the 

long_query_time system variable. 

80. What is the performance schema in MySQL? 

• The performance schema is a storage engine in MySQL that provides detailed 

information about server performance metrics such as CPU usage, memory 

usage, I/O operations, and query execution statistics. 

Backup and Recovery: 

81. What is the mysqldump utility used for? 

• The mysqldump utility is used to create backups of MySQL databases by 

dumping the database structure and data into a SQL file. 

82. How do you perform a backup in MySQL using mysqldump? 

• To perform a backup in MySQL using mysqldump, you run the mysqldump 

command followed by the name of the database you want to backup. For 

example: 



cssCopy code 

mysqldump -u username -p dbname > backup.sql  

83. How do you restore a database from a backup using mysqldump? 

• To restore a database from a backup created using mysqldump, you use the 

mysql command to execute the SQL file containing the backup. For example: 

cssCopy code 

mysql -u username -p dbname < backup.sql  

84. What is the difference between logical and physical backups in MySQL? 

• Logical backups (e.g., created using mysqldump) contain SQL statements that 

represent the database structure and data. Physical backups (e.g., using file-

based backups) contain copies of the actual database files. 

85. How do you perform a point-in-time recovery in MySQL? 

• To perform a point-in-time recovery in MySQL, you restore a backup created 

using mysqldump or another backup method and then apply the binary log 

files (binlogs) containing the changes made since the backup was taken. 

Replication: 

86. What is replication in MySQL? 

• Replication is the process of copying and distributing data from one MySQL 

database server (master) to one or more other MySQL database servers 

(slaves). 

87. What are the advantages of using replication in MySQL? 

• Advantages of using replication in MySQL include improved scalability, 

increased availability, disaster recovery, and geographic distribution of data. 

88. How do you set up replication in MySQL? 

• To set up replication in MySQL, you configure the master server to enable 

binary logging and grant replication privileges to the slave server. Then, you 

configure the slave server to connect to the master server and replicate data 

from it. 

89. What is the role of the binlog in MySQL replication? 

• The binlog (binary log) contains a record of all changes made to the master 

database. It is used by the slave server to replicate these changes and keep 

the slave database synchronized with the master. 

90. What is the difference between a master and a slave in MySQL replication? 

• The master is the primary server that contains the original copy of the data, 

while the slave is a secondary server that replicates data from the master. 



High Availability and Scalability: 

91. What is high availability in MySQL? 

• High availability refers to the ability of a system to remain operational and 

accessible even in the event of hardware failures, software failures, or other 

disruptions. 

92. How do you achieve high availability in MySQL? 

• High availability in MySQL can be achieved through techniques such as 

database clustering, replication, automatic failover, and load balancing. 

93. What is database clustering? 

• Database clustering is a technique used to increase the availability and 

scalability of a database system by grouping multiple database servers 

together to work as a single logical unit. 

94. What is the role of a load balancer in MySQL high availability? 

• A load balancer distributes incoming client requests across multiple database 

servers to evenly distribute the workload and prevent any single server from 

becoming overwhelmed. 

95. What is sharding in MySQL? 

• Sharding is a technique used to horizontally partition a database across 

multiple servers (shards) to improve scalability and performance. Each shard 

contains a subset of the data. 

Optimization and Performance Tuning: 

96. What is query optimization in MySQL? 

• Query optimization is the process of improving the performance of SQL 

queries by optimizing their execution plans, indexing strategies, and database 

schema design. 

97. How do you optimize SQL queries in MySQL? 

• SQL queries can be optimized in MySQL by using appropriate indexes, 

minimizing the number of rows examined, avoiding unnecessary joins and 

subqueries, and optimizing the database schema. 

98. What is an execution plan in MySQL? 

• An execution plan is a roadmap that MySQL uses to execute a query. It 

describes the steps MySQL will take to retrieve the requested data, including 

which indexes will be used and in what order. 

99. How do you analyze the performance of SQL queries in MySQL? 

• You can analyze the performance of SQL queries in MySQL using tools such 

as EXPLAIN, EXPLAIN ANALYZE, and MySQL Performance Schema. These 



tools provide information about query execution plans, resource usage, and 

potential bottlenecks. 

100. What are indexes and how do they improve query performance? 

• Indexes are data structures that provide quick access to rows in a table based 

on the values of certain columns. They improve query performance by 

reducing the number of rows that need to be examined to satisfy a query 

condition. 

 


